Minutes of the London ADSHE meeting on Thursday 29th April at SOAS

1. Sector Summary

2. Pat Francis

3. Future Meetings

1. Sector Summary

Pauline Sumner gave a summary of developments within SFE, including the end of the 10 hour rule and the likely (and now confirmed) end of ILP’s.
Other issues discussed included:

· The reductions in Access to Learning funding and how this has been affecting students

· Top-up assessments which it was felt PATOSS should take forward

· SKILL and NADPE to run training sessions for the Student Loans Company

· The importance of our support base , given that we are a voluntary organisation 

2. Pat Francis: Workshop on Writing Blocks

Pat Francis ran a stimulating workshop looking at a variety of creative approaches to unblocking students’ writing.  We had some discussion looking at how these approaches can be adapted to the different contexts in which we work.

3. Discussion regarding future meetings
London and the South East had not yet met this year, (before this meeting). Part of the reason for this seems to be that most national meeting are held in London.  However, there was consensus that it would be useful for us to meet as a separate group, possibly 2 to 3 times a year.   
It was felt that the best time to hold the next meeting would be after schools go back and before universities open.  
The way it works is that ADSHE has an amount set aside for the whole year for each region to draw upon.  Last year, this was £250 for each region.  We are now in a new year (as of the May).  There is no co-ordinator of the group.  Whoever agrees to host the meeting usually organises the meeting and decides how to structure it etc , although there are a number of people to draw on for support. Sandra Falshaw and Judy Turner are the Regional representatives within ADSHE, Kate Dresser helps with financial questions and members of the London / SE group can all share ideas about what they want from the meeting.
John Harmer is setting up an email contact list for us.  This has raised the question of what constitutes ‘the South-East’ as there are a couple of other regions that cover similar areas.  Sandra Falshaw is going to look into this and let us know. 

At the April 29th meeting, LSE, London South Bank (Eden), Central School of Speech and Drama said they may be able to host this (or future) meetings.  
Suggestions regarding possible themes / topics of interest for future meetings (not necessarily the next one), included: 
· Mozi Blocks with adults (Bella Shapiro)

· Overlaps re dyspraxia and mental health issues

· ADHD assessment

· Complexities in assessment (Claire Jamieson)

· Sharing ideas to influence policy 

· A possible joint workshop with assistive technology practitioners and specialist teachers to encourage dialogue between these two approaches to assistive technology 

